DANCE REVIEW

An American Art That's Now Part of the World

By JENNIFER DUNNING

The all-American art of Lap-dane-
ing hos taken on a life of is oem in
Bareslona, MNurembsrg and oities
throaghout Japan and Brazil as well,
W judge by “Tap Imernational™ on
Friday night al tbe Duke on 42nd
Sireet,

The first of three formal programs
in the American Tap Dance Founda-
tion's annual Tap Ciy lestival, the
apiFited, warmbsarted evening eme-

Dkt on 470 Slroed

phasized choreographed roatines in
a iraditionally improviesd, Wnsyn-
crabic art farm.

Crailbermn Alonsd of Spain opensd
with & lowskey solo that was danced,
improbably, o Charlie Chaplin's
slow-moving “Limelight™ theame,
performed madiiatively on paltar by
Foger Raventds. Mr. Alonso's fast
irveling volleys of footwork melted
intrigaingly e Noor-skimming si-
lence, but he was more persuasive in
a later solo, a delbiate saod dnmds
{lled with a varsety of sounds and
1z asides bo the sudience,

Sonidos, one of three groups repre-
sencing Brazil, came next n &n sct
featuring & male 45d & female salalst
and A chorus in am arty number
hased in African rivihns, song fand

muEsic, ﬁ from Brazil, Christiane

ano ol fax, vasnpang de-bhe auedi-
shared with- e ge-
fEIR ]

o T R R e ]
ihe-eleciriosbass- And the Brazilian
group Ritmicoo exuded youthfol e
berance and can-de 3pirin B a dance
in which Cimtia Chamecki, Igor Cor-

Tiap Ciry evnines Herough Saturdomy
al [ Dralod om ddncd Sergel, 729 Wesr
12nd Stréel, Manhaitan: (X13) 288-
§200 or www.aidlorg.
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Members of Runba Tap at “Tap International,” part of the Tap Cll!;."fn-twul continuing through Saturday,

rea and Jenal Cutcker chased gpol-
lights in a laid-back but purposensl
WA

Reproseniing Israel amd Spain,
Sharon Lavi performed & duct with
Eubsn Sascher that was bolh éasy-
gpoing and electric, with the (W0 Rof-
competitive pals dancing for and
wigh gach other, The German dud of
Tap and Tray (Kuri Alberi and
Elwzi Bleis) already have an énthi-
siastic New York following, and this
wrid one of their best regtines, a nuem-
ber thad mchoded some witty play
with two steel trays. Bast of all, they
il look like closet dancers — bank
clerics, perhaps = who have found an
indulgent god in tap.

The Finnish tapper Sofl Kyrklund
and friends offered a pleasantly re-

Tap-dancers from
around the world
show off in New York.

laxed nember, the amithesis of a
crashisg. thudding. Joyous lmnprovi-
sation by o wild man named Karu
Eumagal from JEP\HI Mate Cooper
and Sharen Leahy' tapped an Ameri-
can hoedosm ol a breakneck, guiber-
ing speed, accompanied by, Rick
Gl.‘;l::d on kaejo and Man Gondon on

I'-:Iu: Pollak, amother New York fa-

worite, loled umcharscteriztioally
self<consclous in sumbers, with Chi-

kako Iwahord asd Mr. Pollak's Run
ba Tap choous, that were drasn froc
his . experiences | dancing, in Cob
Ilari Fajibayashi asd Olivia Rose
rantz, n duo called Tapage from J
and . France, danced o
rvesing's st sophisticated cho
eography im a chic duet with spli
ipcomnd timing and Symchrony.

Mr. Lavwi, Mr. Pollak’s Rumba T:
and Ritmico will pérform agaim
the “Tap Forward™ program ¢
Tuesday, Thursday and Satard:
nights. Tap and Tray, Nate Coop
and Tapage willl prform 6 *Tap ar
Song.” feataring Tony Waag, the i
tival's rrepréssible director, and |
cluding thir beloved lap veter
Muhle Lee on Wednesday and Frid

nighfis
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